
 
 

October 6, 2025 

 

The Honorable Justin R. Simmons 

U.S. Attorney 

United States Attorney’s Office for the Western District of Texas 

601 Northwest Loop 410 #600 

San Antonio, Texas 78216  

 

Dear U.S. Attorney Simmons, 

 

On September 30, 2025, I received information from law enforcement officials whose jurisdictions 

encompasses Loving County, a remote West Texas community located in the Western District of Texas, that 

the county is facing increased interstate theft operations, including oilfield thefts, human trafficking, and 

other illicit activity often perpetrated by Mexican drug cartels, MS-13 gang members, and other 

transnational criminal organizations (TCOs). In addition, Loving County residents are dealing with 

individuals recruiting people to move into the county and potentially registering to vote, claiming to 

eventually take over the county government by moving enough people to elect new individuals to public 

offices, signaling a nefarious scheme.1,2   

 

Local law enforcement has referred several criminal cases to the Department of Justice’s (DOJ) Western 

District of Texas, hoping that criminal perpetrators will be held accountable. However, local law 

enforcement has not yet secured recourse and continues to seek support to prosecute these cases.  With a 

lack of enforcement, communities like Loving County are left vulnerable to recurring victimization at the 

hands of bad actors.  

 

As you diligently work to fulfill the Trump administration’s mandate to keep Texans and the American 

people safe from violent crime, drug trafficking, TCOs, terrorism, and other security threats, I request that 

sufficient DOJ resources be made available for Loving County and other counties in the Western District 

of Texas blessed with significant natural resources important to our state and national security.  

 

Thank you for your public service and prompt attention to this matter.  

 

Respectfully,  

 
Chip Roy 

Member of Congress 

 

 

 
cc: The Honorable Pamela Bondi, Department of Justice.  

 
1 https://x.com/TexasRepublic71/status/1972835169804701802.  
2 https://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/investigations/article/loving-county-texas-election-takeover-20818355.php.  


